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Part One—Introduction to DawnWatch 

Mission Statement 

The DawnWatch mission is to encourage mainstream media to cover 
animal issues well so that people can make informed lifestyle choices 
in line with their own true values. 

We accomplish our mission via: 
 

 Daily email alerts with calls to action for media feedback that’s positive and 
informative. We help activists befriend the media on behalf of animals. 

 

 Our media savvy pitches to TV news, including those that lead to our 
annual turkey rescue being seen by hundreds of thousands of people via 
mainstream media, and op-eds placed in influential media. 

 Our events that bring animal advocates and media together to form and 
further consolidate invaluable relationships. 

 
We focus on mainstream media so that instead of singing to our own choir we can 
influence people who like to get their news from well-established sources. 

Though major media is incomparably influential, it is surprisingly easy to influence. 
We train activists to train the media just as they would train a beloved rescue dog 
– with persistent and consistent praise, encouragement, and gentle corrections; 
rarely with a harsh tone and never with a beating. 

The New York Times influences media everywhere, the Washington Post 
influences legislators, the Los Angeles Times influences the profoundly influential 
entertainment industry, the Wall Street Journal influences the markets and Fox 
News influences about half of congress. When we color the content of those 
outlets, we change the world. 
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When the Daily News ran an 
article noting that animal 
advocates weren’t thrilled that 
AOC bought a puppy from a 
breeder, the paper published 
five responses to it over two 
days, all from DawnWatch 
subscribers! 

 

Media Influencing Tactics 
 

Here is how we harness the immense power of existing media: 
 

1) We alert our subscribers to good coverage that needs positive feedback and to stories that offer 
opportunities for further commentary. Positive feedback for animal friendly stories encourages more 
of them. And as studies have shown that the letters page is one of the most read sections of many 
large papers, letters from DawnWatch subscribers can educate millions per year. 
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The Los Angeles Times circulation 
is 650,000 and the paper goes to 
the most influential people in the 
world, those in the entertainment 
industry. The letters page is one of 
its most widely read sections, and 
DawnWatch subscribers are 
published there regularly. 
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2) We distribute, via social media and email, animal friendly stories from mainstream media so that 
journalists and their outlets are rewarded for animal friendly work with clicks, which translate into 
acclaim and advertising dollars. That confirms for them the value of putting out more animal friendly 
stories. 

 
 

 

When another animal group gets media, we do 
what we can to increase its play and make sure the 
media outlet gets loads of positive feedback. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The DawnWatch social media pages are inclusive and staunchly 
bipartisan. It’s vital that animal advocates on both sides of the political 
aisle and with any current level of involvement in our movement feel 
welcome on the DawnWatch page and want to share our posts. 
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Karen Dawn explains at the “Mainstreaming 
the Animal Protection Movement” in Denmark 

2019 that an inviting picture is worth 
a thousand words. 

 

3) DawnWatch pitches and produces op-eds and stories, both print and video. Our pitches have a tone 
that decades of media experience has shown will get them picked up by major mainstream media and 
viewed by people not yet involved with our cause. 
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DawnWatch Tone 
 

DawnWatch is nonpartisan and known for its inviting tone. We are a vegan organization that is 
inclusive rather than exclusive. 

 
We welcome anybody working on any aspect of animal liberation regardless of their political leaning or 
current commitment to a vegan lifestyle. 

 
We seek common ground and a way to move forward. 
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Endorsements 

“DawnWatch is based on the simple but powerful idea that we can 
and should encourage the media to give better coverage of 

animal issues. With low overhead DawnWatch has a major impact.” 
—PETER SINGER, effective altruism guru and author of Animal Liberation 

“Karen Dawn has her finger on the pulse of animals in the media so that the 
rest of us don't have to be as avidly focused on it. The service DawnWatch offers is 

worth its weight in gold. By making sure journalists get great feedback on positive animal 
coverage, it ensures that editors and journalists will prioritize those kinds of stories 

and the earned media value of that is certainly into the millions of dollars.” 
—BRUCE FRIEDRICH, Executive Director, Good Food Institute 

“DawnWatch is my go-to source for perfectly curated information 
on animal rights and veganism, from news sources across the English-speaking world. 

It gives me guidance as to topics I should cover and also helps engender 
positive feedback to newspapers when they run my pieces. That’s priceless.” 

—JESSICA SCOTT REID, Op-ed Writer 

“Under Karen Dawn’s wise leadership, DawnWatch displays heart, thought, 
steadfastness and moral rectitude that is inspiring and indispensable.” 

—AMY ZIERING, Oscar-nominated and two-time Emmy-winning executive producer of 
The Invisible War, The Hunting Ground, The Bleeding Edge and On the Record 

“DawnWatch broadens my activism by alerting me to stories 
in the media about animals and then encouraging me to respond to them. 

It gives me a powerful and effective way to help animals.” 
—ALEXANDRA PAUL, actorvist, Baywatch, Who Killed the Electric Car, and Switch4Good 

“I could not do the work I do for animals if it weren’t for DawnWatch. 
DawnWatch is doing phenomenal work and all animal lovers should honor and support it.” 

—JEFFREY MOUSSAIEFF MASSON, Ph.D., 
Author of Dogs Never Lie About Love and When Elephants Weep 
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Part Two—Four Reasons to Fund DawnWatch 

1) Funding DawnWatch funds “Forklift Activism”

That means meeting people where they are in order to lift them up. 

We support: 

 Meat reduction campaigns just as enthusiastically as the
“Go Vegan” message, knowing every journey starts with
a step.

 Environmental and human health related coverage that
points towards plant-based eating.

 Sympathetic coverage of cruelty to pets and charismatic
wildlife, while gently reminding media that farmed
animals suffer similarly.

We are fiercely 
committed to the truth 
but we serve it up in a 
flavor that people can 
swallow. 

“Just a spoonful 
of sugar…” 

“I'm a big fan of DawnWatch. It lets 
activists know what animal issues 
are in the news and teaches them 
to respond to media in a voice that 
will help animals. DawnWatch 
encourages an upbeat tone that 
focuses on progress rather than 
demanding perfection, in order to 
keep media and society moving in 
the right direction.” 

—Mindy Kursban, 
Board Chair, 

Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine 
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2) Funding DawnWatch funds decades of media experience.

Karen Dawn went straight from college into the media, did a stint on Los Angeles radio, has had op-eds 
and articles published in the world’s leading papers and magazines, has written a bestselling book on 
animal advocacy issues, Thanking the Monkey: Rethinking the way we Treat Animals, has made 
numerous national and international radio and television appearances that have included ABC TV 
coverage of the annual turkey rescue on Thanksgiving Day ten years in a row, and she has spent twenty 
years immersed in animal media while running DawnWatch. 

The View from the Bay 

ABC 7 

Washington Post 

TVNZ—Nightly Primetime News, “Close-Up” 

You can read chapters by Karen Dawn about using the media to help animals in: 

Terrorists or Freedom Fighters: 
Reflections on the Liberation of 
Animals, edited by Steve Best and 
Anthony Nocella. (Part 4, Chapter 3: 
“From the front line to the front page, 
an analysis of ALF media coverage”) 

In Defense of Animals: The Second 
Wave, edited by Peter Singer 
(Chapter 16: “Moving the Media: 
From Foe, or Indifferent Stranger, 
to Friend”) 
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DawnWatch prominently displays, 
on every frame, the names of groups 
that take undercover video we send 
to stations as B-roll for our stories so 
that the group’s name must be 
televised when the video is used. 

DawnWatch events bring activists together 
with animal friendly media, forging invaluable 
relationships that have led to great coverage! 

3) Funding DawnWatch funds all animal advocacy groups indirectly.

Our daily news searches include the names of dozens of 
animal groups. We encourage our subscribers to respond 
enthusiastically to any media about them. 

Other animal advocacy groups subscribe to DawnWatch 
to find opportunities to get their names into the media. 

“I have been a subscriber, 
personally, to the DawnWatch 
email action alerts for over 20 
years, and always recommend a 
subscription to our new staff 
members. DawnWatch is so 
valuable to our movement 
because it supports all strong 
animal media coverage, with the 
range of issues being unlimited 
and untethered to any single 
organization's agenda. 
DawnWatch teaches and helps 
animal activists from all 
organizations to effectively 
engage with major media in 
order to encourage more and 
better coverage.” 

—Stephen Wells, 
Executive Director, 

Animal Legal Defense Fund 
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4) Funding DawnWatch funds a strong and relatable female leader—and our movement
needs more of them!

Statistics show that women are more likely 
than men to be vegetarian or vegan and in 
favor of animal rights, so a patriarchal society 
is bad for animals. Yet while membership in 
organizations and conference attendance 
suggest that our movement is 75-80 percent 
women, those percentages have not been 
proportionally reflected in its leadership. For 
animals’ sake, that should change. 
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Part Three—Program Funding 

Financial Needs 

DawnWatch is in the process of raising $270,000 to pay three salaries for 2021, 
plus other minimal expenses. 

 The salaries are for:

 Executive Director Karen Dawn, so that she can 
continue writing and working on media for animals.
$78,000 per annum, plus 15 percent benefits

 A researcher/writer/social-media-poster, who can 
take over some of Karen's current daily duties, 
allowing Karen to do more pioneering work. Ideally, 
this person can be groomed to run the organization 
in a decade or so.
$60,000 per annum, plus 15 percent benefits

 A development person (fundraiser) who can take us 
to the next level. With plenty of tofu we will eat for 
a year but soy bean sprouts will feed our animal 
advocacy work for years to come.
$60,000 per annum to start, with a hefty increase 
expected in 2022, plus 15 percent benefits.

Other expenses include payroll taxes of $18,000, equipment of $3,000, and 
research subscriptions of $1,000. 

TOTAL:  270k
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Current 2021 Programs 

The DawnWatch Email Action Alerts 

While “Google Alerts” share media coverage, they send animal advocates the stories they know we 
want to see without indicating to what extent those same stories are reaching the wider world, which 
is what matters most. DawnWatch therefore subscribes to paid news-gathering services and sifts 
through hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles daily, noting where they are published, to find 
those that might have their positive impact maximized with positive feedback and letters to the editor. 
We share those stories with our subscribers, who are animal advocates with a desire to help influence 
the media. 

When readers send letters to the editor, they educate that editor, a highly influential person in society, 
and if those letters are printed they can educate hundreds of thousands of readers. 

Letters inspired by DawnWatch were published in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles 
Times and in numerous other papers and magazines and were therefore put in front of millions of 
mainstreams readers in 2020. 

DawnWatch also encourages comments on mainstream media online articles, which influence other 
readers and provide valuable information to the outlet as to the popularity of those stories. 

Over the last twenty years, the number of relevant stories that 
deserve a response has increased exponentially. We are pleased 
to know we have helped that happen. But it means we can no 
longer send every story to every activist—or even come close—so 
we are currently updating our mailing list and streamlining our 
alerts so that activists can respond to their local media, or to 
stories in their field of expertise, while still receiving regular 
weekly round-ups that give them the full picture of the animal 
media world. 

“Thanks to DawnWatch, I've been 
printed in the New York Times, the 
New York Times Magazine, the Los 
Angeles Times, the Washington 
Post, USA Today, the Wall Street 
journal, the Rolling Stone, the 
Progressive, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, the Sacramento Bee, the 
Baltimore Sun, Canada's National 
Post and more. 

Thanks DawnWatch, for helping me 
help animals!” 

—Activist Stewart David 
Treasurer, 

Good Food Institute 
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When Time magazine ran a story about octopus farming, DawnWatch responded 
and the editors noticed! Our responses took up half of the magazine’s popular 
“What You Said About” column the following week, the other half going to 
responses to the same edition’s cover story. 
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While some vegan media grabbed 
this sad coyote story from 
DawnWatch, we made sure that 
the original version by the local TV 
station got lots of hits so that 
they’d follow up on it—which they 
did—and would be encouraged to 
do more animal stories in the 
future. 

When DawnWatch shared this 
story of cougars being killed to 
protect cattle ranchers we didn’t 
repackage it—we made sure the 
Mercury News got the credit and 
clicks it deserved. 

DawnWatch Social Media Presence 

We dig up and distribute animal friendly stories from mainstream media, regardless of what activist 
group is featured, making sure the stories get plenty of play. The point is to encourage that media to 
produce more of them! That seems wiser than rewriting those stories to get hits and “likes” for our 
movement’s vegan publications. 

We have a relatively small but highly engaged following on Facebook that we plan to expand further on 
Facebook and on other social media platforms. 
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You’ll find links to pieces Karen Dawn has written for the Los 
Angeles Times, Washington Post, The Guardian, The 
Progressive and other publications at 
https://dawnwatch.com/opeds/ . Such publications barely 
pay, if at all, so that work has to be funded by DawnWatch in 
order for it to continue and expand. 

"Of all the figures in the U.S. animal protection movement, it is Karen Dawn of DawnWatch 
whom I most look forward to reading, not just for the uncompromising directness of her 
message but for the clarity, warmth, and good humor with which she expresses it." 

—J.M. Coetzee, Nobel Prize for Literature awardee 

DawnWatch Writing 

Karen Dawn’s first book, Thanking the Monkey: Rethinking the Way We 
Treat Animals, garnered beautiful reviews and was an Amazon best seller. It 
came out in 2008 and is ripe for a second edition. 

Life with Paula Pitbull is the subject of Karen’s new book, which has 
messages of compassion for all species woven through its pages. A good 
chunk of the proceeds will go to DawnWatch programs. It already has 
significant advance praise from early readers, but it needs some tweaking 
and then publishing and promotion before it gets out into the world. 

In the coming year Karen plans to more frequently turn her own pen towards the animal cause; hiring 
another staff member will allow for that even as the daily news alerts continue and evolve. 
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DawnWatch Annual Turkey Rescue 

Since 2008, when Karen Dawn’s rescue of two turkeys over Thanksgiving garnered extraordinary media 
coverage, DawnWatch has celebrated Thanksgiving with a turkey rescue, in which two turkeys bred for 
Thanksgiving dinner spend the holiday at Karen Dawn’s home (doing loads of media) and are then 
retired to a sanctuary, which also gets plenty of media coverage. At small Thanksgiving dinners and 
large “Turkey Pardon” parties at which the turkeys join other celebs on the red carpet, we ask the 
turkeys to pardon us for our species’ treatment of them. 

The events have engendered 
fabulous media, nationally on 
CNN Headline News, ABC World 
News Now, the Fox Business 
News Network, and in the 
Associated Press. 

Locally the rescue 
has been featured 
in the Los Angeles 
Times on numerous 

occasions, in 
numerous other 

California papers, 
and on every local 

news station. 

ABC-7 has covered our annual 
turkey rescue ten years in a row 
on Thanksgiving Day, reaching 
250,000 households each year. 

The media is most powerful when journalists fall in love with our cuddly turkeys, which is why, because 
of the pandemic, 2020 was the first year in a decade that we had no event and were unable to 
introduce our sweet feathered friends to journalists or other members of the public who they usually 
charm. We look forward, however, to a beautiful rescue in 2021, with DawnWatch having recently 
relocated to Santa Barbara and the Santa Barbara News Press having already told us they plan to cover 
the endeavor. And Los Angeles ABC-7 has assured us they will still be with us as Santa Barbara is only 
90 minutes from Los Angeles! 
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The Next Level: 2022 and Beyond 

DawnWatch Media Training for Activists and Organizations 

Karen Dawn and DawnWatch have had extraordinary success getting media placement of animal stories. When 
Karen spoke about media activism at the “Mainstreaming the Animal Protection Movement,” in Denmark in 
2019, which was a prestigious invitation-only conference for 100 
international animal advocates, two members of Dutch parliament in attendance asked if Karen did webinars 
because they wanted her to train their team. That’s a great idea, and a plan for the near future! 

Focus on Fish 

As more people concerned about climate change give up red meat, too many eat more fish and our oceans 
are dying. Many of us were brought up on the myth that fish feel no pain; society has not caught up with the 
science that has now disproved that irrefutably. Therefore fish are not covered by any humane slaughter laws 
at all, meaning the suffering of billions of them is unimaginable. At the same time, the wider public does tend 
to care about sea mammals and seabirds but seems slow to realize that overfishing our oceans means starving 
those more popular animals to extinction. 
DawnWatch is eager to rescue and nurture some little finned sea-people and introduce them to the media, 
just as we have with turkeys over the last decade, in order to demonstrate to the public their intelligence and 
surprisingly affectionate personalities. We won’t preach, but we know that by simply  animalizing the species 
we will affect compassionate people’s diets. Though we will focus on fish year  round, lent might be a nice 
hook, so to speak, for the biggest media push. 

Thanking the Monkey: Rethinking the Way We Treat Animals (2nd edition + TV series) 

Karen Dawn’s first book is ripe for a second edition. That will mean lots of research – and a researcher. Plus a 
well known entertainment lawyer and producer has said he would like to help make it into a TV series, which is 
an exciting project. 

DawnWatch Productions – Beginning with Turkey Rescue Documentary 

A dozen years of turkey rescues has led to hours of fabulous video footage, from baths to blow-dries to 
celebrity meets, dangerous dog encounters, surgeries, and a few sorrowful deaths by coyote. When Karen 
Dawn told her friend and mentor, the Oscar nominated producer Amy Ziering, that she wanted to make a 
documentary short about the rescues, Ziering exclaimed, “That could win an Oscar!” Well, who knows, but 
with Amy Ziering mentoring the project, we are sure it could at least do a lot of good, so we want to get on it! 

DawnWatch Media Awards Gala 

In honor of the great Gretchen Wyler and her Genesis Awards, the DawnWatch Media Awards Gala will 
celebrate members of the media who have done animal friendly work, in order to inspire  them to do  
more. Karen Dawn sat on the Genesis Awards voting committee for a decade and got to know numerous 
animal-friendly actors who have attended her celebrity studded parties and events. She is  
fully immersed in animal friendly mainstream media. All of that makes her an obvious successor for  
Gretchen in a role our movement  currently needs. Let’s bring back a gala to bring more  media onside! 
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Thanking the Monkey 
book events began with 
a lunch for the press at 
Candle 79, hosted by 
Gloria Steinem! 

 

PART 4—Event Photos 

Finally, photos from Karen Dawn’s book release parties, plus other celebrations of hers, may underline 
why we need Karen Dawn, who knows the Hollywood and media world so well, and DawnWatch, 
behind events that benefit all of the animal groups. 

 
 
 
 

We know that Captain 
Paul Watson will attest 
to how helpful it was to 
be introduced to major 
donor Heather Mills 
McCartney at the NY 
Book party for Thanking 
the Monkey. Her 
presence got us onto the 
Post’s page six! Others 
involved were Dukes of 
Hazard’s John 
Schneider, host/actor 
Hal Sparks, 
Girlfriends/Vampire 
Diary’s Persia White. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Los Angeles Thanking the 
Monkey book events, featured on 
Access Hollywood, guests were 
entertained by CSI’s Jorja Fox, 
Bones’ Emily Deschanel, The L 
Word’s Daniela Sea, actorvist 
William McNamara and Starlet’s 
Dree Hemingway. 
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James Cromwell, Daryl Hannah, Bruce Greenwood, 
Charlotte Ross, Alexandra Paul, The River’s Paul 
Blackthorne and The Soprano’s Ray Abruzzo joined Ric 
O’Barry at our fundraiser celebrating The Cove. It was 
jam-packed thanks to a beautiful spread in the local paper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farm Sanctuary’s Gene Baur, Mercy for Animals’ Milo Runkle, and founders of 
Animal Equality and other groups enjoyed catching up with Whole Foods CEO John 
Mackey at the first annual DawnWatch Turkey Pardon party. We celebrated with 
Star Trek’s Denise Crosby, The Resident’s Bruce Greenwood, Baywatch actorvist 
Alexandra Paul, actor Martin Wall, Grammy-nominated musician Rocky Dawuni, 
TV’s Lu Parker and Jory Rand who covered the event on ABC-7, and Assembly 
member Richard Bloom who asked the turkeys to pardon our species. 




